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 MAIDENHILL  NEWS:  SPRING 2018

Headteacher’s Update Extra-curricular clubs
At the beginning of each term 

our list of activities is updated 
and students are made aware in 
tutor time and through the extra-
curricular activities leaflet.  This 
is also made available to parents 
through our website.   
As an idea of what is on offer, 
this term we ran the following 
clubs as well as various revision 
sessions, which are run after 
school or at lunchtime by different 
departments:

GAMES ZONE
SPORTS ZONE

STUDY ZONE

STUDY
SUPPORT 
GROUP

LIBRARY ASSISTANTS
READING 
DROP-IN

BOOK CLUB
GIRLS’ FOOTBALL

BOYS’ FOOTBALL

BADMINTON

DRAMA WIND/BRASS BAND

CHOIR

HACKJAM 
COMPUTING

MINECRAFT
DISNEY

DRAGONS DEN

MATHS 
DESIGN

HORRIBLE 
HISTORIES

SCIENCE  
DOCUMENTARY

Macbeth

In the photo Macbeth, 
Banquo and the three 

witches are rehearsing for 
the next school production 
‘Macbeth’ which we look 
forward to welcoming you 
to on 11th, 12th and 13th 
July.  Tickets will be on sale 
nearer the time from the 
school shop.

There is a real danger in the 
current educational climate 

that schools become exam 
factories. At Maidenhill we know 
that GCSE results are really 
important, but we also want 
students to develop into well-
rounded young adults who want to 
continue to enjoy learning in their 
later lives.

We know that a great deal 
of learning goes on outside 
the classroom, as it is there 
that students are able to have 
experiences and opportunities 
that will make a significant 
difference to them as people and 

as individuals. It is often through 
participation in extra-curricular 
activities and visits beyond school 
that students explore and discover 
new things and develop a strong 
desire to learn more about the 
world around them.

I am very grateful to our staff 
for going that extra mile and 
organising visits and opportunities 
for our students. In this newsletter 
you will get just a taste of all the 
many exciting things that they 
have been doing over the last few 
months.

Mrs Wilson, Headteacher

This term has seen the launch of 
Documentary Club.  Students have 
been excitedly waiting for this as 
it is a chance to share reviews and 
opinions with other documentary 
enthusiasts.  Our students started 
with David Attenborough’s  
“The Hunt”.  Reviews were positive 
with comments like…  “I thought it 
was epic! It was really interesting 
to know about how animals hunt 
in so many ways. Of course the 
drinks and popcorn were great 
as well”.  So if you fancy watching 
a documentary after school with 
popcorn and peers why not come 
along on Thursday Week 2 3-4pm 
in S2.

Miss Webster

“Disney club is a place where 
all students feel welcome and 
everyone is accepted. All year 
groups get along well with each 
other”.

Billy Holder, 8FCM

Our Student Leaders run Games 
Zone at lunchtimes.  It is a safe 
and welcoming environment 
where you can make new friends 
whilst playing board games.
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Delphi Engineering

On Thursday 1st February, a group of Year 11s had the opportunity to 
visit a very worthwhile event at Marling and Stroud High 6th Form. 

Universities and apprenticeship providers from across the country came 
together to help students, of both Year 11 and Year 12, to start thinking 
about possible future pathways. The event was very well organised and 
provided a chance for students to ask important questions and gain an 
insight into post-18 opportunities available. The 6th form ambassadors 
and representatives for both the universities and apprenticeships were 
extremely friendly and helpful; we came away from the morning well 
informed with plenty of prospectuses and ideas to help make informed 
decisions for our futures.

Betsey Hall 11RCB & Charlotte Cousins 11FCL

Futures Day

O n Wednesday 7th February, 
a group of Year 11 students 

visited the Delphi Engineering 
site on the industrial estate in 
Stonehouse for a guided tour of the 
site and to gain a valuable insight 
into working as a modern day 
apprentice within the engineering 
industry.

The students were shown by the 
second and third year apprentices, 
various types of hi-tech equipment 
and machinery that Delphi use 
to produce the fuel injectors and 
other technical parts for highly 
powered engines in boats, lorries 
and agricultural vehicles.

The apprentices that conducted 
the tour of the site helped our 
students to gain further insight 
and knowledge about modern day 
apprenticeships and what school 
qualifications you need to be 
accepted onto an apprenticeship  
in the engineering industry.  

Thank you again to Delphi 
Engineering for inviting Maidenhill 
students to visit their site and 
gain valuable information about 
apprenticeships and engineering.

Maths Challenge
The UK Intermediate Maths 

Challenge took place in school 
on 1st February.  Students in Years 
9-11 sat the challenging paper 
and we received some excellent 
results.

Congratulations to James Ayre in 
Year 10 who achieved the Gold 
award and also Leo Russo and 
Grace Knight in Year 9 and Aleah 
Phipps and Ashleigh Portlock in 
Year 10 who achieved a Bronze 
award.

Careers

During this term, I have met with sixty of the Year 9s to discuss their 
individual KS4 subject choices. 

I was pleased to see the high number of requests for a careers interview, 
which demonstrates their mature attitude to their future learning and 
career paths.  It has been a pleasure to be able to work with these students.  
All of the careers interviews were tailored and we looked at the Key Stage 
4 subjects in-depth and had a thoughtful discussion about choices.  Where 
possible, we were able to talk about where the subjects could lead and I 
was able to provide additional information and resources and where they 
could find relevant work experience during the summer holidays. 

I will be working with Year 10 and Year 8 during terms 5 and 6.

Kim Harris, Careers Advisor, SGS Schools’ Careers Service
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A selection of  
Resistant Materials work  

from years 7 to 11
On 7th February, Year 7 and 8 students 

had the opportunity to visit Bath 
Fashion Museum with Mrs Butcher.  The 
students who went on the trip learnt about 
fabric embellishments and what clothes were 
like many years ago.  Some of the clothes 
were designed by a famous fashion designer, 
Sarah Burton.

When we arrived, we were shown around the museum.  Some of the 
clothes featured in the cases dated back over 400 years. Some were also 
modern, even from last year.

Next, we were given some paper and were told to look for examples 
of fabric embellishment on the clothes.  We could go back around the 
museum to find examples of these.  Examples of the work created can be 
found in the textiles room.

After, we learned about Sarah Burton and her inspiration towards 
designing.  Most of her work is based on nature, which is why it is so 
unique.  We were then told to look at images of nature.  We were given a 
viewfinder to select a certain place of the image to create our own off the 
surface embellishments.  We were given a variety of materials to create 
with.  Examples of the work can also be seen in the textiles room.

Later, we got to try on replicas of clothing such as hats, menswear and 
dresses that would have been worn in the past.  This was our favourite part 
of the day.

When we arrived back at school, we were asked to design our own dress 
using what we saw in the museum.

Amia Stokes-Richardson, 8DKG and Natasha Hillier, 8RKB

Bath Fashion Museum
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Resistant Materials

We are really enjoying our meetings as we have a 
diverse range of students who are all involved  

in sharing their ideas about improving the school.   
Mrs Wilson came to our last School Council meeting 
where we had the opportunity to talk about our 
uniform.  We also shared ideas about recycling bins 
and the best places for them to be positioned around 
school.  One of our members led assemblies on IT 
Safety and another carried out a survey on mobile 
students who are students who join Maidenhill from 
another school and how well they settle in.
For further information please see our minutes which 
are uploaded to the school website after each meeting.

Owen Lock, 10RKS

School Council News

I am the Digital Representative on our School 
Council.  I have recently presented an assembly to all 

four communities about fake news and how to identify 
it.  For prime examples you can visit zapatopi.net.
I do a lot in the fun side of computing as well. I assist in 
the running of a club where students of all year groups 
meet and play Minetest (which is basically Minecraft 
with a few differences). Here, students have a lot of 
fun while they do extraordinary things, or watch other 
people accidently do extraordinary things. The club 
runs Wednesday 3-4pm and on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday lunchtimes. I hope to see you there.  

Ashley Rowles, 10HKA

Theo Ridler, Y9

Ashleigh Portlock, Y10

Poppy Breen, Y7

Jack Stopford, Y11



On Friday 23rd 
February,  

30 Year 8 students were 
given the opportunity to 
visit Stroud Museum in the 
Park to see a fascinating 
exhibition by the 
Stroudwater Textile Trust, 
which traced the history 
of Ebley Mill from its early 
beginnings in the 1400s.  
On display were artefacts 

and explanations of the design and manufacturing of local woollen cloth as 
well as photographs, recordings and testimonies of life in the Mill.

The students were entertained by actor John Bassett who played the 
role of several of the Ebley Mill owners to tell them something of the 
lives of those who not only owned, but also worked in the industry  
which has shaped the Stroud District and thus their own heritage.  
They enjoyed practical demonstrations by members of the Textile Trust 
and tried their own hands at carding, spinning and weaving; learning the 
process from fleece to finished product. 

The cross curricular trip was a joint venture by the Art, Design and 
Technology and History departments and sought to encourage students  
to make links between these study areas and local heritage.
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Towards the end of last year, 
five GCSE food preparation 

and nutrition students were 
chosen to compete in the 
Maidenhill round of the Rotary 
Young Chef competition.  The 
students had to design a menu 
that consisted of three courses 
and produce two portions of 
each course.  Francesco Volvo, a 
professional chef from Barnsley 
Manor and a team from the 
Stonehouse Rotary Club judged 
the entries.  All five students that 
took part were offered a day’s 
work experience with Francesco in 
the summer term. 

Eva Bolton-Lake won and 
proceeded to the next round, 
which was held on Saturday 10th 
February in Bristol.  Although 
she didn’t go through to the final, 
she did exceptionally well and 
got excellent feedback from the 
judges.  Congratulations Eva.

Gloucester Services

On Friday 23rd January, Year 11 food preparation and nutrition 
students went to Gloucester Services to do research on locally 

sourced foods. Students were able to learn about the supply chains 
around Gloucestershire, and observed demonstrations from the 
butchers and fishmongers. They were then able to taste local organic 
pigs in blankets! The manager spoke about apprenticeship opportunities, 
which some of the students are keen to consider in the future and they 
were offered the opportunity to butcher their own meats at the site for 
their final practical assessment. 

Stroud Museum in the Park
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On Monday 15th January, 
Year 11 Hospitality students 

carried out their final controlled 
assessment where they made a 
three-course meal for family and 
friends.  It was a great experience 
for them.  The food was presented 
to a high standard and they got 
great feedback! 

Rotary Club Competition

Year 11 Food Assessment



In two separate visits on 
Wednesday 28th February and 

Tuesday 23rd March, over 80 
Year 7 students visited Gloucester 
Cathedral to support their work 
on medieval England in history 
and Christianity in religious 
studies. Students took part in three 
workshops which included a tour of 

the Cathedral, the cloisters and the crypt, as well as reflection activities in the 
Thomas Chapel and finding out about what it was like to be a medieval monk. 

Students commented  
 ”I found the stained glass windows interesting as each one tells a story”
“My favourite part was learning about the monks  
and how they lived and I liked seeing the King’s grave”
“I liked looking at the roof and its design”
“I found the talk on what it was like  
to be a monk interesting”
“I liked walking, knowing we were walking on a floor  
that had been built hundreds of years ago”
“I found the different chapels interesting”
“I found the tour interesting as there were lots of facts to learn”
“I liked the crypt as it was spooky”

6
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Gloucester CathedralCharity News

In the week beginning 29th 
January, tutor group HKA did 

a presentation during all four 
Learning Community assemblies 
about their tutor group’s 
fundraising.  We have been 
fundraising for Cancer Research 
and The British Heart Foundation.  
I was responsible for the 
introduction of the presentation.   
I asked if anyone had been affected 
by either of these two illnesses, 
and by a show of hands it was 
clear many people had.  That week, 
before the presentations it was 
fair to say I was nervous but I have 
now gained more confidence for 
presenting to larger audiences. 

During break times we also ran a 
cake sale where around 250 cakes 
were sold.  We raised £123.10 to 
be split between the two charities, 
which we were really pleased with 
as this is a lot of money for a cake 
sale to raise.

Oliver Thomson, 9HKA

Before 
Christmas 

students and staff 
brought donations 
into school for the 
local foodbank 
– Maidenhill’s 
contributions 

weighed in at 96kg!  £186 was raised 
for the Alzheimer’s Society and 
Save the Children on our Christmas 
Jumper Day and donations were 
made by staff in lieu of Christmas 
cards to Moreton Hill care home.

On 31st January, over 40 students from Year 10 went to watch  
“A Christmas Carol” at the Royal Shakespeare Company Theatre in 

Stratford-upon-Avon.  From the moment we stepped foot in the building 
we all knew it was going to be a great performance.  Once we sat in our 
seats, we could feel the excitement rising in the room as the minutes 
passed by.
Charles Dickens tells the story of Ebenezer Scrooge, an old man who is 
encouraged to transform his miserly ways after four ghostly spirits visit 
him on Christmas Eve in the hope that he will change his ways and become 
a better person just in time for the jolly holidays (Christmas Day).
The acting in the play was out of this world and apart from a few mistakes 
(the faulty door that would not open) it was perfect!  However, even 
when mistakes were made they were turned into jokes and the play was 
resumed.  In my opinion, that was what made it even better because we 
all know that nothing is perfect in life.  My highlight of the play was seeing 
the problems of the 1800s.  Ignorance and want were represented as a 
big part of Scrooge’s problems and why he was the way he was.  His issues 
slowly crept up on him until they finally reached him and it was nearly too 
late, but the messages of the ghosts enabled Scrooge to take a brave step 
out of the darkness.
When the play was in process, no one could take their eyes off the stage.   
It was like everyone was mesmerised by what was happening on the stage, 
nothing was going on around us and time had stopped.

Toni-Jenna Laming-Mann, 10REW

A Top Quality Humbug
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Rugby

The Year 7, 8 and 9 rugby teams have demonstrated commitment and 
enthusiasm towards school rugby this year and have played to a high 

standard during training sessions and after school fixtures. 

The Year 7 team enjoyed two mini games against Archway School and 
performed outstandingly in the Year 7 district match at KLB School, winning 
all of their games and not conceding any tries, therefore winning their 
league.

The Year 8 team have performed superbly in their two district tournaments 
at KLB School and Dursley Rugby Club.  It has been a pleasure watching 
the Year 8 team develop as a committed squad of rugby players and their 
enthusiasm in training and matches has been excellent.  

The Year 9 team built on their success from the previous years and 
numerous new players have joined the squad, which has been encouraging 
to see. The team has adapted well to playing the full recognised version of 
the game against some very tough opposition from KLB, Rednock and Sir 
William Romney.

A great rugby season, well done boys.

Year 7 Rugby

Year 8 Rugby

Cross Country

Congratulations 
to Oakley 

James, Year 7, 
and Lexie Bull, 
Year 8, who ran at 
the South West 
Cross Country 
Championships in 

Newton Abbott, South Devon in 
February.  

Oakley was placed 47th overall and 
is ranked 5th in the Gloucestershire 
County for his age group, and Lexie 
Bull was placed 21st and ranked 4th 
in the Gloucestershire County for 
her age group.

Both students have been selected 
to run for the English national team 
in March.  We wish them the very 
best of luck.

Müller Champion 
Athlete visit

Maidenhill students had the 
privilege of meeting Kadeena 

Cox, a British para-sport Olympian 
aged 27. Our students spent the 
afternoon with Kedeena at Müller in 
Stonehouse interviewing her about 
her experiences and achievements 
over the past few years. This visit 
gave our students a clear insight 
into the hard work and continued 
commitment that it takes to become 
a successful British athlete.  
The staff at Müller were extremely 
impressed with the motivation and 
level of questioning demonstrated 
throughout the afternoon by all 
students.



Maidenhill School,  Kings Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2HA           Tel:  01453 822469
If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter by email, please contact office@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

TERM 5
Monday 16th April  Start of Term 5

Thursday 19th April Year 10 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 1st May Maidenhill Friends Meeting, 7pm

Monday 7th May Bank Holiday Monday

Thursday 10th May Full Governing Body Meeting, 5pm

Friday 25th May End of Term 5

TERM 6
Monday 4th June Start of Term 6

Thursday 14th June Year 10 Mock Interviews

Friday 22nd June Prince of Wales Athletics Event

Tuesday 26th June Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 28th June Sports Day

Friday 6th July Year 6 Discovery Day

Monday 9th July Year 6 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 11th - Friday 13th July
 KS3 production of Macbeth

Thursday 12th July Full Governing Body 

 Meeting, 5pm

Thursday 19th July Summer Concert

Wednesday 25th July End of Term 6

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Sharing Academic Excellence

Quality student work continues this term 
as we look at contributions from French 

and Drama.  Elsie Hall, 7RKS was tasked with 
both writing and performing a monologue 
about bullying.  What you see here is her 
script accompanied by individual actions 
for each and every line demonstrating her 
methodical yet creative approach to the task.  

 MAIDENHILL  NEWS:  SPRING 2018

Some of our Year 9 and Year 10 students have, this 
year, been corresponding with students from schools 
in France. Here’s what two of them say about their 
experience:
 ‘Being connected around the world and being able to have 
friends from different countries is an opportunity not all of us 
get to experience. My buddy is called Mailys and she is one of 
the sweetest people. But without this project I would never 
have had a chance to practise my language skills and talk to 
others outside England. It has been great getting to know her 
and learn more about her life.’ 

Mikkie Bingle, 9FCL

‘My French pen-pal is called Louis Dousselin. He is 14 years old. 
He told me that he likes playing basketball and other sports.  
We also played a game called ‘2 truths and 1 lie’ and he 
guessed mine correctly. I think that hearing from a French 
student has helped my confidence with my French writing.’ 

Kieran Marks, 9FMS.

Here is part of Kieran’s letter:
“Bonjour, je m’appelle Kieran. J’ai treize ans.  J’ai les yeux 
verts et les cheveux noirs.  Dans ma famille, il y a ma mère 
et mon père. Aussi, J’ai deux frères.  Ils ont dix-sept et dix-
neuf ans.  On dit que je suis très sportif, amusant et un peu 
timide.  Dans le temps libre, j’adore jouer au football mais 
je n’aime pas jouer au rugby parce-que enneyeux.  J’habite 
dans le sud-ouest dans le comitée Gloucestershire.  C’est 
très pittoresque mais quelque fois c’est ennueyeux.  Aussi, 
c’est coteux.  Mes copains s’appellent Leo et Lewis.  Ils sont 
très sportifs et trées amusants.”

Lean forwards and sulk:  
“Diary, today was the worst.”
Pretend to walk: “I got to school”
Click in front of face: “and straight away”
Throw back in chair: “I was knocked to the ground.”
Nod and mean do quotation marks:  
“Oh yes, it was “mean” Megan.”
Arms out by sides: “Once again.”
Pretend to pick up bag and throw:  
“Her gang stole my bag,”
Shove arms forward:  
“then she shoved me on the floor,”
Pretend to run: “and ran.”
Pretend to check invisible bag: 
“I checked in my bag.”
Swipe arms to side:  
“All my lunch money was gone.”
Pretend to tear out hair: “I am tearing out my hair.”
Throw arms in air: “In true despair.”
Swipe hand from chin out: “I want to tell someone.”
Wiggle finger in “no”: “But I know I can’t.”
Lean forwards and act crying: “Then it was French.”


